
Dorchester Community Mail-out 5 November 

Dear colleague,

Happy autumn! I hope this finds you safe and well.

Please find a range of information and opportunities below. As ever, if you would like me to share 
something on behalf of your organisation, do feel free to forward it.

 

Events and Activities 
 

Churches Together Eco Day - Day of Action at the Town Pump on Saturday 6 November from 
12pm.

Organised by the Churches Together Ecology Group, the event will include a speech by town 
mayor Councillor Gareth Jones, a two-minute silence and then the chance to talk about climate 
change, visit stands and take part in activities and conversations with organisations including 
Christian Aid, Transition Towns Dorchester and the Quakers. All are very welcome.

 

Park Run 
A new Parkrun launched last week at the Great Field in Poundbury and will be taking place again, 
weekly every Saturday at 9am.

Parkrun is a free, weekly 5k community event and participants can walk, run or jog the route - 
which is three laps in the Great Field - or even volunteer or spectate.

The runs are entirely organised by volunteers. To volunteer, email thegreatfield@parkrun.com

 

Puds and Posers (see poster in appendices)

Dorchester and District Lions are running a ‘Puds and Posers’ Quiz evening on Friday 12 Nov 
from 7pm at the Brownsword Hall in Poundbury.

Alistair Chisholm will act as Quiz Master Extraordinaire and they are looking for teams of 4 (at 
£7.50 per person).

For tickets and more information (including about the bar!) call Anita or Pauline on either: 07909 
637066 or 07827 289492.

 

Carers Dorset Festival – 25 November – FREE EVENTS

There will be 2 live events and 30 digital sessions to celebrate Carers Rights Day.

One of the live events will be held at the Dorset Museum from 10am-3pm, and will feature 
speakers, stalls, a choir, and refreshments.

Radio 2’s Johnnie Walker and his wife Triggy will be there to provide an inspirational talk, as Co 
Patrons of Carers UK.

For more information about all the events go to: Carers Dorset Festival - Dorset Council

And to book a place at the live Museum event go to: Carers Dorset Festival live event, Dorchester, 
Dorset Tickets, Thu 25 Nov 2021 at 10:00 | Eventbrite

 

Dorchester Cracker 
Dorchester Cracker is running as an all day event this year from 11am – 4pm on Sunday 12 
December.

High East and West Street will be closed, with a range of stalls and there will also be an indoor 
craft market, as well as lots of other entertainments.
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There are still pitches available for the stalls – to book one go to: Christmas Cracker Street 
Pitches 2021 - Dorchester Chamber for Business

For general information, keep an eye on their Facebook page: (18) Dorchester Christmas Cracker | 
Facebook

And on the website at: Dorchester Christmas Cracker - Dorchester Chamber for Business

 

Sing Together to Beat Parkinsons – new weekly group (see flyer in appendices)

Sing Together is a new day time opportunity for those who love to sing well-known songs in an 
informal setting.  Numerous studies advocate the benefits of singing for well-being as well as 
being a useful activity to promote healthy ageing. Caroline Pugh, who runs the group, is an 
associate for "Sing To Beat Parkinson's" and it was this training that motivated her to start the 
group. Each session includes some fun exercises for good breath control, coordination and 
articulation, and everyone loves the range of songs from musical theatre and pop to 
traditional and easy listening. Sessions cost £6 and the group meets every Monday 10-11.00 at 
the Dorchester Cricket Ground, Weymouth Avenue. 

All are welcome, and especially those living with a range of conditions who might benefit from the 
social interaction and opportunity to use their voice. 

 

Additional places to find ‘What’s On’ information 
1. Discover Dorchester: Visit the Facebook page at: (16) Discover Dorchester | Facebook


App available to download onto your phone via Google Play or from the Apple Store and Discover 
Dorchester website coming very soon!

2. KeeP106 – What’s On page: What’s On in Dorset - KeeP 106 or listen to the radio!

3. Dorchester Nub News: Dorchester Area Upcoming Events | Dorchester Nub News

4. And of course do go directly also to the websites of your favourite venues for full menus of 

what they are offering this winter.

 

Advice, information & support 
Health Village to open at South Walks House - next to Dorchester Library. (see appendix 1 for 
more information)

On Monday 8 November, the NHS are opening a temporary Health Village, to act as an Outpatient 
Assessment Centre, primarily for orthopaedic patients.

It is envisaged that the Health Village will run for the next six months, and during this time they are 
looking for a team of volunteers to help greet and direct patients.

To help with this opportunity, please register as a volunteer on Volunteer Centre Dorset's platform. 
After your registration has been approved, you will be able to search for and apply for 
opportunities.

Once approved for an opportunity, there is an online booking system where you can apply for any 
shifts you are able to help with.

 

Mid-Dorset Mencap – new coffee shop open 
Mid Dorset Mencap have recently opened a new charity shop in Trinity Street, next to the Plaza, 
selling lovely items in a boutique style shop.

The shop is doing well and last week they were thrilled to also open their new coffee shop in the 
same building, offering a selection of sandwiches, paninis, and other light bites, as well as cakes 
and hot and cold drinks, at really good value for money, in comfortable surroundings.

The shop and café have been laid out to be very user friendly with customers able to get to the 
sales displays with ease, including people in wheelchairs and parents with pushchairs, and 
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organisations are invited to consider holding meetings and get togethers in the café. The next 
phase of the project is to complete their disabled toilet and to improve the lighting at the front of 
the shop.

In addition, Mencap are looking to apply for funding to offer accredited training to people with 
learning disabilities to learn about working in retail and hospitality.

 

Funding – open 
The Rotary Club of Dorchester Christmas Draw Fundraiser 
Open to local not for profit organisations, this fantastic initiative provides amazing cash prizes for 
a raffle, and tickets for you to sell on behalf of your organisation who then keep every penn you 
raise from selling the tickets. For more information, see Appendix 3.

 

Wessex Water Community Fund – Dorset Community Foundation 
Grants of up to £3000 for Voluntary sector organisations, Social Enterprises and local councils.

For more information and to apply, go to: Wessex Water Community Fund - Dorset Community 
Foundation

 

Community and Culture Project Fund Round 2 - Open for Applications (see appendix 2)

Dorset Council have opened the second round of their Community and Culture Fund. Applicants 
can apply for between £1000 and £5000.

Newly established groups (formed in the last 12 months) can apply for a maximum of £1,500. The 
grant is open until 7 Jan 2022.

For more information about the criteria for the grant go to: Community and Culture Project Fund 
round 2 - Dorset Council

And to make an application go to: https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/community-and-
culture-project-fund-round-2

 

Consultations open 
Let’s Talk Libraries 
Dorset Council have launched a consultation which is open until 7 Jan to inform how they deliver 
library services going forward.

There are 2 versions of the survey:

• One for Employees, Partners (including Voluntary sector groups) and Business – with 2 

workshop dates available focussing on equality, diversity & inclusion – see appendix 4 for 
more information.


• And one to be completed by the public, including a children’s survey: #LetsTalkLibraries 
consultation - Dorset Council


 

Dorset Council Annual Residents Survey 
Dorset Council want you to tell them what you think about where you live and how you feel about 
Dorset Council. This will help them to understand residents’ priorities and experiences and to 
make improvements to council services.

The survey takes about 10 minutes to complete, and there is also a prize draw you can enter. To 
complete the survey go to: Research.net Powered Online Survey

 

Dorset Council recycling, rubbish and bins and customer satisfaction survey
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To have your say go to: 2020 Survey (snapsurveys.com) and complete the survey by Friday 7 Jan. 
You might even win an Amazon Kindle e-reader.

 

 

Thanks, and all the best,

Emma

 

Emma Scott

Community Development Officer

Dorchester Town Council

19 North Square

Dorchester

DT1 1JF

e.scott@dorchester-tc.gov.uk

Tel: 01305 819463

Mob: 07956 896114
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Appendix 1 

Health Assessment Centre Volunteer role at South Walks 
House 

There is an exciting new NHS volunteering opportunity starting from Monday at South Walks 
House (next to Dorchester Library). It is being temporarily transformed into a Health Village, an 
Outpatient Assessment Centre, primarily for orthopaedic patients.

 

It is envisaged that the Health Village will run for the next six months and it’s purpose is to clear 
the backlog of outpatient orthopaedic appointments caused by the pandemic and will benefit 
hundreds of patients from across the County. Patients will be invited to attend orthopaedic, 
musculoskeletal and physiotherapy appointments at the Centre, taking pressure off Dorset 
County Hospital. They will also be able to access a wealth of health and wellbeing information and 
advice while they are there. Here’s a link to the press release that went out recently.

 

The clinic will run from a Monday to Friday 9am til 5pm and will cater for around 300 
appointments per day. In order to manage this, we need a team of volunteers to greet patients on 
arrival and direct them efficiently and safely through the Clinic’s one-way system. Most patients 
will attend for between 15-30 mins.

 

Shifts will only be a couple of hours, allowing a bit extra time for inductions, handovers etc. 
Volunteer roles are all indoors; refreshments will be available in a dedicated staff canteen area.

 

To help with this opportunity, please register as a volunteer on Volunteer Centre Dorset's platform. 
After your registration has been approved, you will be able to search for and apply for 
opportunities. Once approved for an opportunity, there is an online booking system where you 
can apply for any shifts you are able to help with.

 

Thank you for your interest in this role.

 

Thank you for your support.

 

Kind regards


Vicky Oliver

Training and Volunteer Development Lead

Office:   01305 269214
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Appendix 2 

Community and Culture Project Fund Round 2 - Open For 
Applications ! 

Dear Colleague,

 

This communication is to confirm that round 2 of Dorset Council’s Community and Culture Fund 
(CCPF) is now live and open for applications. If you could kindly circulate this information across 
your platforms and local networks including any newsletters, social media posts and local forums 
that you are involved with that would be very much appreciated. Applicants can apply online for 
between £1,000 and £5,000 and must meet at least one of the councils’ corporate objectives. The 
fund welcomes applications across a range of themes including Community, Culture (Arts, 
Museums and Heritage), Play and Physical Activity.

 

Applications for projects and one-off events that meet the funds criteria and focus on supporting 
marginalised or under-represented groups in the Dorset council area are encouraged to apply.   

 

Newly established groups (formed in the last 12 months) can apply for a maximum of £1,500. 
Applications received by 7th January 2022  will be assessed in February 2022 by a grants panel 
and final awards will be confirmed to successful applicants in early march 2022. Projects will need 
to be able to start in April 2022.  Organisations or groups wishing to apply will be required to 
provide at least 20% of the cost of their project themselves.

 

Finally, any award made will be conditional upon this funding being in place before the start of the 
project. Projects must be completed by end of March 2023.

 

Webpage Link

https://dorset-self.achieveservice.com/service/community-and-culture-project-fund-round-2

 

The closing date for completed applications is Monday 7th January 2022. Full details of the funds 
priorities, criteria and application guidance , including how to complete your application are 
contained within the link above. No applications will be considered unless they are submitted via 
the online application form.

 

In the meantime, many thanks for your cooperation in this matter. If you have any questions 
please get in touch with us on communities@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk

 

Kind regards

Ian Wells


Grants Monitoring Officer

Communications and Engagement

Dorset Council

01305 224307


dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 



Appendix 3 
The Rotary Club of Dorchester Casterbridge 
🎄 2021 CHRISTMAS DRAW🎄 IS LAUNCHED! 

Casterbridge Rotary remains committed to helping local charities and good causes and I 
am pleased to announce that we intend to run the Christmas raffle again this year, 
embracing our learning from Covid19 to ensure we protect all involved.


During the time that this draw has been running since 2004 it has raised more than 
£140,000 and we hope that 2021 will be the most successful year yet.


We are very grateful to our sponsors as without their help this draw could not take place 
and especially so this year when we know many businesses have struggled with the 
continued impact of the pandemic. We are pleased to retain the support of many of our 
sponsors including Dorchester Timber, Meyers Estate Agents, Brewery Square and 
Edwards & Keeping Accountants and are delighted to also have the support of Magna 
Mazda and Wilmott Dixon.


The principles of the draw remain unchanged:

 


🎁 Participants (which must be small local groups or not-for-profit organisations) sell the 
draw tickets which are in books of 5, these are sold at £1 per ticket, money and ticket 
stubs are returned to Casterbridge Rotary Club.  


🎁 The Rotary members will endeavour as in previous years to add a bonus to the 
amount raised by a participating charity or group, through selling tickets at Dobbies 
Garden Centre. 


🎁 The Dorchester Christmas draw winning tickets will be drawn on Friday 
17th December 2021. 


🎁 Cash prizes of 1st Prize £500, 2nd prize £250, 3rd prize £100. 4th prize £50 


🎁 Every penny raised by an organisation selling draw tickets will be returned to that 
organisation together with any bonus from the Casterbridge Rotary Club sales. (in 2020 
this amounted to an additional 10%) 

 

Participants wishing to take part are now invited to register and request tickets via our 
very simple 

online ordering form.




Please retain this email/link so that you can request additional tickets if required and 
please feel free to share with any other not-for-profit groups/organisations who you think 
may wish to participate.

 

We are pleased that the Volunteer Centre Dorset have again agreed to be the collection 
point for tickets.


🧑🎄 Stubs (in books of 5 – please do not separate, even if all not sold) should be returned 
to 16 Gloucester Road, Dorchester, DT1 2NJ by noon on Tuesday 14th December. 
Please check that the number of stubs returned matches the amount you pay in. 


🧑🎄 To reduce bank charges, please pay your ticket sales proceeds via BACs to: 

Sort Code: 40-19-21 

Account No: 71421859 

Account Name: Rotary Event 

Please use your organisation name (used on the form to request tickets) as the 
reference. 


🧑🎄 Payment must be received by noon on Friday 17th December for your sold tickets to 
be entered into the draw 


This is an opportunity for you to raise those much-needed funds to help your 
organisation. Selling tickets will be a challenge, but we anticipate that with the critical 
need for funds; groups will rise to the occasion and be delving into phone books, email 
contacts and utilising social media to persuade their family and friends to support them


Kind regards and good luck


Les Fry

Chairman of the Rotary Christmas Draw Committee and

President Elect (22/23) of the Rotary Club of Dorchester Casterbridge 



Appendix 4 

Invite to Library Strategy EDI focused workshops 6th Dec and 
8th Dec 

Dear All,

 

Dorset Council have launched a public consultation to inform how we develop and deliver our 
library service in the future. We want to hear from our communities to understand what they value 
and need from the service now and in the future. 

The consultation will run for 11 weeks from 25th October to 7 January 2022. To find out more 
about the strategy development process and to complete the public consultation surveys, please 
visit: #LetsTalkLibraries consultation - Dorset Council.  Consultation responses will help to shape 
a new library strategy, which will inform how we develop and deliver our service over the next 10 
years. 

Dorset Council library service is committed to ensuring fair, inclusive and accessible services for 
everyone in Dorset and we would like to invite you to attend one of our equalities focused online 
workshops in December. We would like to hear your views about what a modern, inclusive library 
service looks like, what opportunities or resources could be available and how we can improve 
our services for existing users as well as engage non library users in the future.  Please book onto 
the workshops via our Eventbrite pages.  If you require online transcriptions, please select the 
meeting delivered via Teams.

Let’s Talk Libraries- equality, diversity and inclusion focused workshops

Workshop 1 Monday 6th December - 16:30-18:00 (this workshop will be delivered via Microsoft 
Teams)

Workshop 2 Wednesday 8th December- 10:00-11:30 (this workshop will be delivered via Zoom)

 

If you are unable to attend one of these workshops, we still want to hear your views- please 
contribute via our Partner survey available here.

 

Best wishes,

Let’s Talk Libraries
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