Dorchester U3A – Notes for Philosophy Meetings by Colin Watts


U3A: An Overview of Ancient-Greek Philosophy

A Confession: I find this difficult. It’s easy enough to give an account but difficult to analyse that account; to see it under headings from which no parts of the account can escape.

The philosophers that have been referred to have had two over-riding concerns:

1. To give theoretical explanations of the phenomena of the world.

2. To make change and permanence consistent with each other or to eliminate or downgrade one in favour of the other.

There is also a novel desire amongst all of the protagonists except Plato, Aristotle and Pythagoras to give an ultimately natural rather than a super-natural explanation of things. 
It can also be confidently said that a number of conceptual dichotomies that have been important in all subsequent Western philosophy emerge from Ancient-Greek thought:

· Materialism versus Dualism.

· Transcendence versus Imminence.
· Mechanism versus Teleology.

· Appearance versus Reality.

· Observation versus Deduction.

· Fact versus Value.

· Relativism versus Absolutism.

Perhaps we should discuss some of them.

